
 

WorkSafe advises care when entering workplaces following earthquakes
14 No vember 2016

Wo rkSa fe New Z ea la nd is  a dvis ing peo ple fro m Chris tchurch to  Wellingto n, a nd tho s e a ffected further a field, to  exercis e ca re a nd go o d judgement a s  they hea d
to  their wo rkpla ces  this  mo rning.

“Sa fety o f yo u a nd yo ur wo rk co llea gues  mus t be the number o ne prio rity if yo u’re hea ding to  wo rk to da y in the a ffected a rea s ,” s a id Wo rkSa fe Chief Executive
G o rdo n Ma cDo na ld.

“There ha ve been repo rts  o f da ma ge to  buildings , s o  plea s e exercis e ca utio n when entering buildings  a s  the la s t thing a ny o f us  wa nt is  a n injury beca us e a  few
s imple checks  ha ven’t been underta ken.

“Lis ten to  wha t Civil Defence a re a dvis ing a nd a ct a cco rdingly – they’re the experts  in thes e s itua tio ns .

“Ma ke a  ca reful externa l vis ua l ins pectio n o f yo ur wo rk premis es . If yo u s ee cra cks  o r ha ve the s lightes t do ubt a bo ut the integrity o f the building, get a n expert
repo rt befo re yo u go  in,” he s a id.

“If yo u decide it’s  s a fe to  enter be extra  vigila nt a s  the co ntents  o f the building ma y ha ve s hifted; ma teria l ma y ha ve fa llen; there co uld be ha za rds  yo u wo uld
no t no rma lly expect like s pilled liquids  o r da ma ged ra cking fo r s to red go o ds .

“If yo u kno w there a re chemica ls  o r o ther da ngero us  ma teria l in yo ur wo rkpla ce, ma ke s ure yo u’re pro tected with go o d s a fety gea r a nd be very ca reful when
yo u firs t go  in. Sto p – lo o k – a s s es s  – a nd do n’t ta ke a ny ris ks . There a re pro fes s io na ls  who  ca n help yo u ma ke yo ur wo rkpla ce s a fe.

“The Wo rkSa fe tea m is  rea dy to  help – if yo u ha ve a ny co ncerns  o r ques tio ns , yo u ca n rea ch us  o n 0800 030 040,” Mr Ma cDo na ld s a id.
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