
Panel made RMA recommendations

Cabinet approved a process of reform in December 2020

RMA to become Natural and Built Environments Act (NBA)

Other legalisation will be adopted called Strategic Planning Act (SPA) and Managed 
Retreat and Climate Change Adaptation Act (CAA)

Resource Management Act Reform





Natural and Built Environments Act (NBA)
Integration of the natural and built environments where development would be enabled with 
sustainability and limits in place to protect biophysical resources

Focus on promoting positive outcomes as well as managing adverse effects on the environment

Natural environment – the resources of land, water, air, soil, minerals, energy, and all forms of plants, 
animals, and other living organisms (whether native to New Zealand or introduced) and their habitats; 
and 

- ecosystems and their constituent parts

Built Environment – x 

(includes human-made buildings, structures, places, facilities, infrastructure, and their 
interactions which form part of rural and urban areas where people live and work)







Te Tiriti

Strengthening in recognition of Māori values and tikanga as well as a direct 
involvement decision-making

Mana whenua would have a partnership with local government in preparation of 
combined plans for each region





National Planning Framework (regulations)

To provide integrated direction from central government on: 

• Quality of air, freshwater, coastal waters, estuaries and soils

• Ecological integrity

• Outstanding natural features and landscapes

• Aras of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous animals

• Greenhouse gas emissions

• Urban areas

• Housing supply

• Infrastructure services

• Natural hazards and climate change



Environmental Limits 

National Planning Framework will set limits (may change on locations)

Limits must be prescribed for the following:

• Air

• Biodiversity, habitats, and ecosystems

• Coastal waters

• Estuaries

• Freshwater

• Soil



National Planning Framework 

Must promote:











Natural and Built environments plans 
State the environmental limits that apply for the region or use framework (flexibility)

Promote the environmental outcomes 

Be consistent with the regional spatial strategy (Strategic Planning Act)

“Help to resolve conflicts relating to the environment in the region, including any conflicts between or 
among any of the environmental outcomes”

100 plans to 14

Prepared and notified by “planning committee”



Planning 
Committee and plan



Consents and permits 

Better plan – fewer consents

Controlled and restricted discretionary activities are “encouraged activities”

Removing the category of “non-complying” 

More discretionary activities

All discretionary activities will be fully notified (although less of these)





Strategic Planning Act (SPA)

To create long-term (30 years), strategic and integrated approach to planning with 
infrastructure and associated funding and investment

Recommended mandatory regional spatial planning 

“The regional strategies would enable more efficient land and development markets to 
improve housing supply, affordability and choice, and climate change mitigation and 
adaptation”



Purpose of the SPA

“The purpose of this Act is to promote the social, economic, environmental and 
cultural wellbeing of present and future generations through the long-term strategic 
integration of functions exercised under specified legalisation” 

The Natural and Built Environments Act 

Local Government Act 2002

Land Transport Management Act 2003

Climate Change Response Act 2002 



The Managed Retreat and Climate Change 
Adaptation Act

Resource Management and Climate Change 

Main issues:

1. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions

2. Effects of climate change and natural hazards

3. Resource management and coastal areas

4. Funding barriers



The Managed Retreat and Climate Change 
Adaptation Act
Allow for areas that are prone to flooding and affected by climate change to be 
acquired with the land owner being compensated

Link to NBA and SPA to give local authorities tools to manage climate change 

Private property rights



Timeframes 

May–September 2021: Draft of the NBA will be agreed by Cabinet and then referred to 
a special select committee inquiry 

The SPA and Climate Change Adaptation Bill will be developed in a parallel process with 
the latter managed out of the Minister for Climate Change office 

January 2022: The Natural and Built Environments Bill and the Strategic Planning Bill 
will be introduced to Parliament and public can make submissions

A standard select committee process will consider them. The Climate Change 
Adaptation Act will be developed in a similar timeframe

December 2022: It is intended that all three pieces of legislation are passed by the end 
of 2022


